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IIL An Extratt of Two Letters from the Miftorwy 
JefuitS) concerning the Difco^ery of the Hew Phi- 
lippine-^w^f, mth <*. Map of the fame* 

L E i X E R. I, 

.From. Father Paul Gain of the Society of Jefus, t§ the 
Reverend, Father Thyrfis Gonzalez, General of that 
Society. 

Manila, June io> 1697, 

AFTER the Ship had failed, that carried the Let- 
ters' I writ to you laft Year, moft Reverend Fa- 
ther ; there arrived here another, that brought me Or- 
ders to accompany .the .Reverend. Bather Antonio Fucch 
of Sicily, our new Provincial of this Country. In vi- 
fitirjg with him our Religious Moufes, I travelled over 
the Country of the Pintados; which are large Iflands 
feparated from one another by Arms of the Sea,, whofe 
Ebbing and Flowing renders their Navigation very dif- 
ficult and dangerous, 

At the Town ofGuivam in the Ifle of Samal, the laft 
and ippft Souther^ If land of the Eaftern Vint ados, we 
found twenty nin& PalaoSf or Inhabitants of certain new- 
difcover'd Iflands. Tl^Eafterly Winds, that blow on 
thefe Seas from December to May, hadjiriven them three 
hundred Leagues from their own Iflands, to this Town 
of the Ille ofcSamal, where they arrived in two fmall Vei- 
fels, called Paraos : Of which we received this follow- 
ing Account* 
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They imbrfed, to the number of thirty Eve Peribhs, 
to pals over to one of the Neighbouring Iilands ; whea 
there arofe a very ftrong Wind, that forced them out 
into the Main Sea, fo that they could not gain the 
Ifland they defignM for, nor any 6f the Neighbouring 
<*ies. After having made feveral Attempts to get a- 
fhore on fome Ifland within their knowledge* but in 
vain, they were driven .before the Wind for feventy days 
together, without being able to make any Land. At 
lait, out of all hopes of returning to their own Country, 
and half dead for want of... Water and Prpvdfions, they 
refolved to give themfelves up to the mercy of the Winds, 
and Land at the firft Ifland Wefterly that they fhould 
come to. They had no fooner taken this Refoiution, 
but they found themfelves in fight of the Town. of Gat- 
njam in the Ifle of SamaL A Cuivamois that wa&then on 
fhoar, perceiving the na, and judging by the Make and 
Smallnefs of their VelTels, that they were Strangers, and 
out of their way, took a piece of Cloath, and made 
them a Signal of entering the Road he dire&ed, to 3- 
void the Shoals and Banks of Sand, they, would other- 
wife run upon. Thefepopr People were fo frighted at 
the fight of this Stranger, that they began; to pat out a- 
gain to Sea 5 but not wkhftanding all their Endeavours, 
the Wind forced them back a -fecond time towards the 
Shoar* When they were near, the Guivamois again 
m&de the Signal as before ; but feeipg they did not mind 
it* but would unavoidably be loii, he threw himfeJf in- 
to theSea, • andiwam to one of thek little VefFels, on pur- 
p$fe/ to bring theoa fafein to fhoaiv He was no fooner 
got to them, but the Women with their Children at their 
Backs, and all that were ia the Vefl&Ij threw themfelves 
ts^errbotrdand^am-tQJ^&iOtfeer: He, feeing himfelf 
alone in; the Veifel, refoived to follow them, and getting 
aboard the fecond, Oiew'd them how to avoidthe ifcoais, 

and 



( lpi ) 

and brought them fafe to Land. In the mean time they 
ftood immoveable, and refign'd themfelves up intireiy 
to the Condud of this Stranger, as fo marly Pnfoners. 

Xfaey: landed on St. Innocents Day, the 2.8th of De- 
.temfar.i6.g6. The Inhabitants of Guivam, running to 
the Shoar, received them very kindly, and brought them 
Wiue and other Refreshments. They eat Coco's very 
freely, which are the Fruit of the Palm-Trees of this 
Country: The Pulp of them is fomewhat like that of 
Chefmits, except that it is more oily, and furniflies 
them with a fort of fweet Water, very pleafam to drink. 
They gave them Rice boyled in Water, which is eat 
here and all over .Jfia, as Bread is. in Europe. Tb&y 
looked on it with Surprize ; and taking fome Grains of 
it, threw it on the Ground, imagining it to be Worms, 
They rejoyce if one brings them great Roots, ca]Pd 
Palavawy which they eat greedily. 

In the mean time they brought to them two Women,^ 
that had formerly been driven onfhoar on the Coaft of 
Guivam; who knowing a little the Language of this 
Country, it was by their #ieans they learnt what I fhall 
hereafter relate. One of thefe Women found among 
thoft Strangers, one of her Relations, who as foon as 
they knew one another, fell a weeping. The father, 
who has on him the Care of this Town, having heard 
of the Arrival of thefe People, fent for them to Guimtn-* 
As foon as they faw him, and what Rejjpe£fc was paid 
him, imagining that he was the King of the Country, 
and that their Lives were in his Hands, they threw 
themfelves on the Ground, to ask his Pardon, and beg 
their Lives. The Father moved with pity to fee them 
fo difconfolate, did all he could to comfort them ; he 
careffed their Children, three of which llill fuck'd, and 
five others were fomewhat older ; and proniifed their 
Parents to give them all the affiftance in his Power. 
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The Inhabitants of Guiym ftrove* one with another, 
who flhrould entertain tfee'fe- Strangers at their* Hou- 
fes, and furnifothem with Provifions and Cloaths, and 
wiiatfbev^er elte fliould be necefTary ; which thus Father 
gfanted *them, on condition they did not feparate thofe 
that were Married, or take lefs than two of them toge- 
ther, for fear any fliould die of Grief if lefr alone. Of 
thirty five Perfons that imbarked* there remained bur 
thirty ; five dying thro' want of Provifions and other 
Hardfhips in lb long a Voyage* and fome time after 
their Arrival here, died>arnotheFr 

They relate that their Gountry confiirs of two and 
tKIWf Ifiands^; which cannot be far diftant from the 
Mar tanas, as may be judged by the make and fmallnefs 
of their Veffels, and Form of their Sails, which are very- 
Kkethofe of tho-M^rimois. It is likely thefe Iflands may 
be dpvm or twelve Degrees of Northern Latitude, more 
Southern than -the Mart anas, and under the fame Degree 
of Longitude ttGuivam ; for failing dire&ly fromEaft 
to Weft, they came afhore at this Town. It is alfo pro* 
bable, that it was one of thefe Iflands that was difco- 
ver'd fome Years ago at a diftance; when a Ship belong- 
ing to the Philippines, leaving the common Road, which 
is:fromEaft to Weft under the third Degree of Longi- 
tude, and running further to the South Eaft 7 firft per* 
ceived it. Some called this Ifland Cara/ina,fvom CharleslL 
King of Stain ; and others the Ifland of St.- Bamabj, be« 
c^ufe clifctivercd 'on the Dary that the Ghureh celebrates 
the Feafirof that Apoftle.* It was* again^feen laft Year, 
by another VeiTeHhat a Storm had ^driven out of its 
Rtted ' in going from* hence- to the Mar lams. The Go- 
vernor of the Philippines has often ; given Orders to a 
VefTdy ,thar goesalmoftr yearly to the Marianas, to look 
hf this and other-Iftends that they fufpe&ed to-be here- 
abouts y but thefe Orders were insffe&ua^ God pre- 
ferring 
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ferving to this time the Bifcomty oitti$ffi r and (as;Aife 
hope alfo) the intire Converfion of thefe People- 

Thefe Strangers addy that of thefe two and thirty 
Iflands, there are three of 'em that are -uninhabited, ui^ 
lefs it be with Wild Fowls j but the others are very well 
Copied. If one asks them the Number of Inhabitants^ 
they point-toa. heap; of Sand) tofhew that their Number 
is infinite. The Names *o£ thefe Iflands are : Pais. Lamu- 
lulufufoSartonfa Tfalcu, Pi- 

raulopy Ttai, Pic+ Pig#, LawmreC) Puc r VaUit y Carava* 
ruvongy TUtUj Lamuliur r TavAs y .&&ypen l> Tatau/apy Rapi~ 
Jang, Tavon, Mutacufan, Piyl^ OUfWy Pdu y , Cucumyttf^, 
PiytUcunung. The three that Jiave nothing on them but 
Wild Fowls, areP/^/^/-, HuUtm, Tagim,. hmmrrec is 
the moft confiderable of all: thefe Iflands ; It is there that 
the King of the Country keeps his Court; the.Gover- 
fiors of all the other Iflands are fubje£t to him. Among 
thefe Strangers there is one of thefe Governors, and his 
Wife, who is the King's Daughter. ThOi they go -half 
naked, yet their Carriage, and a peculiar Ak of. Great- 
nefs, fufficiently diftinguiflies tliem .".from the reft. The 
Husband has his Body painted all over with certain Lines*, 
in fuch manner that fchey : form feverat; Figu res : The : reft 
of the Men are alfo painted inJikej^ian rier, more or lefs. 
The Women and Children are not painted at all. There 
are nineteen Men of the,m#. aiid tm Women, ' of different 
Ages. The MaJse and X3oJour of their Face is much like 
that of the Philippines. The Men ha ye no other Cloaths, 
than a fort of Saflh^ feveral times wrapt; about their Bo- 
dy, that covers theirv Reins and Thighs- They v wear 
upon "their Shoulders above an Elf and half of courfe Li- 
nen Cloatbj, like a Cowl; /tied before* and hanging loofe 
behind. Both Men and Women are drefled much alike, 
except that the Women have a piece of Cloath fpmewha 
longer,, that hangsrfrom; th^ir Wafte dowia -.m -their 
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Their Langu^e is- different from that of the l*hiUf~ 
fines and .M&iuw-t T&eic JVf anner of pronouncing it 
comes nearcft that; of the At*&% asfomewho underfknd 
tliat Language have obfef ved. The Woman, that feems 
the moft confidetable amongft them, has feveral Rings 
and Necklaces of Tortoife-fhell, (call'd here Carey) and 
others made of aSubftanee yet unknown to us, much 
refembling Ambergriie, but not tranfparent. 

TJie Manner of their living at Sea, which- was for 
ieventy days together, continually driven by the Wind, 
was thus : They caft out a fore of Net, made of a great 
number of little Twigs of Trees tied together, having a 
large. Mouth for the FMh to enter in at, and -ending i»a 
Point to prevent, their getting out again. The Fhli they 
took after this-manner, was- all the Kourifhment they 
had, and' Rain-water fa ved in Coco-Hiells, which is the 
Fruit of the Palm-tree (as obferved before) of the Fi- 
gure and Size of a Human ScuD. 

They have no Cows in their Iflands ■'■: As foon as they 
faw. them, they ran away, as they did likewife at the 
Barking -of a Dog, in one of the Miflionaries Houfes. 
Neither have they Cats, Stags, Horfes, or in general 
any Quadruped. Nor any Fowls but Sea-Fowls; ex- 
cepting. Hens, which they breed up, but- never eat their 
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Notwitliftaodirig this their want of every thing, they 
a re very merry and contented with their Condition. 
Their Songs and Bailees are ©xa£t and regular : -When 
they Sing, it is altogether, everyone obferving the fame 
Humour , and Gejftui'es, which &iakes it very agree- 
a hie. 

They are furprized at lha Government, Politenefs, 
and Manners of the Europeans, of whom they had not 
the leaft knowledge. They admire riot only the Solem- 
nities and Ceremontes of thfc<3hurch i in celebrating Di* 
vine Service j but alfo the JVlufick, Instruments, I>ancres 
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of tMSpmtrds> and their Arms; but Gunpowder is 
what 4-aifes in them the .greateft Admiration, They 
wonder at the Whitenefs v of the Europeans, in refpect of 
whom they are perfeEly Tawny 7 as well as the Inha- 
bitants of this Country. 

It does not yet appear, that they have either any 




time, but eat md drink at any time time or place, when 
hungry or thirfiy, or they can find any tiling to farisiy 
themfelves- yet they eat but little at a time,. and ne- 
ver, enough to fuffice for a whole day. Thev fecw a 
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great Helped and Deference fpr their King, and Gover- 
nors of their Towns,, and obey them very precifely. 

Their Civility and Helped co'nfifts in taking hold of 
the Hand or Foot of the Perfon they honour, and rub- 
bing gently his Face. They have among their Utepiiis 
fome Saws, . not made of Iron, but of a large Shell, cal- 
led here Taclobo, rubbed and fharpen'd upon a certain 
kind of Stone. They were furprized at a Merchant 
Ship that wasbuiiding at Grdvam r to fee the number of 
Carpenters Tools that were ufed about it : They view- 
ed them all, one after another, with, a great deal of ad- 
miration. They have no Metals in their Country. The 
Father Miffionary made each of them a Frefent of a 
large Piece of Iron, which they received with as much 
Joy, as if it had beenfo much Gold 5 and are fo afraid 
it mould be Hole from them^ that they lay it under their 
Heads when they go tofleep. They have no other Arms 
but Lances or Darts, made of Human Bones very well 
ftiarpen'd and fix'd on. They are very peaceful of them- 
felves ; but if any Quarrel happens among them, it is de- 
cided with fome Blows on the Hjead with the Fift, which 
yet very rarely happens^ for when they would come to 
a clofe Fight,they feparate them,and they are loon recon- 
ciled 
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ciled- again. They are not dull and heavy, but on the 
contra iy, have a great deal of Livelinefs and Courage, 
They are not fo lufty as the Inhabitants of the Mariana^ 
but never theiefs are well proportioned, and of a Shape 
much like thofe of the "Philippines-. Both Men and Wo- 
men let their Hair grow long, and hang lopfe on their 

Shoulders. 

When they uAderftood they were to be condu&ed-to 
the Prefence of the Father Miflionary, they painted 
their Bodies all over with a Yellow Colour, which Is 
iook'd upon by them as a great Beauty. They are fo 
well iatisfied with finding here plenty of of every thing 
that is neceifary for Life,that they dffer'd to return home, 
and bring with them their Countrymen to enter into a 
Commerce with thefe Iflands : Which defign our Go- 
vernor liked very well, in hopes thereby to gain this 
Country to the King of Spam. The Oldeft of thefe 
Strangers was once before call on the Coaft of Caragan, 
m one of our Iflands 5 but finding there none but Infi- 
dels, thadived in the Mountains and Defarts, he return- 
ed home again, without knowing any thing of the Plen- 
ty aad Riches of thefe Iflands. They are very expert at 
Diving $ and they fay, they lately, in Fifhing, took two 
large Pearls in their Shells, but threw them into the Sqe 
again,- ijot knowing the Value pf them. 



L E TTE R II. 

From Fafhet L.e Gobien, to. the Jefmtes of France,* 

Reverend Fathers, 

Here fend you, as I pmmifed, a Map of the new 
Philippines \ which is one of the moil Extraordinary 
toveries that has been made in thefe laft Ages. It is 
trange that thefe Iflands, being fitu ate between the Mo- 
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lucco% the old Philippines , and the Marianas, wliicfi 
have been known near thefe two hundred Years, fhouM 
remain undifcover'd 'til] now. They are eighty feven 
in number, and x make -one of the fineft Archipelagos in 
the Eaft ; being inclofed on the North and South be- 
tween the Line and the Tropick of Cancer, and on the 
Eaft and Weft between the Marianas zndPhilippines. 

I flhall not .detain you here, in relating the Largenefe 
of thefe New Iflands, their Diftances one from another, 
or their Order and Situation ; all which may be eafiiy 
&en in the Map. 

It has elfewhere been fhowniiow this New Country 
camefirft to be difcover>d, {viz. m the former Letter Q 
fo that Lfhall only relate here, what ought to be rectified 
therein, according to our laft Advices received from 
thence. 

The Map I here fend you, was not made by Europe- 
ans, for none have yet been upon thefe Iflands, but by 
the Wanders themlelves, after this manner. Some of 
the moft skilful of 'em ranged upon a Table as many lit- 
tle Stones as there are Iflands belonging to their Coun- 
try j and marked out, as well as they could, the Name 
of each, its Extent and Diftance from the others : And 
this is the Map, thus traced out by the Indians, that is 
here ingraved. Not that I can warrant the exa&nefs 
of it, not doubting, but that when our Mifflonaries 
{hall have traveled over thefe Iflands, and got a more 
perfe£b Knowledge of them, there will be found a great 
many things in it that will need Corre&fon. 

The Natives of thefe Iflands never ofter any Violence 
to one another : Murder and Homicide are unknown to 
them j and they have a Proverb among them, That 
one Man never kills another. It is probable thefe Iflands 
may abound in Gold, Amber and Drugs-, being fituate 
nearly under the fame Degree of Longitude as the Mo- 
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laws* from whence we have Nutmegs,- and other va- 
luable Spices. 

Tho* thefe People fecm barbarous to us, yet they 
have among themfeives a fort of Politenefs and regular 
Government. Every Ifland obeys its Chief, who him- 
feif is fubje£t to the King of the Country. This Prince 
holds his Court in the liland of Falu y called likewifeL^- 
muirec ; which multiplicity of Names- feems to be the 
reafon why we cannot find in. this Map fcarce any of the 
Names mentioned in Father Claims Letter ; or perhaps 
becaufe at firfl from the Natives pronunciation of the 
Names of their Iflands, they were written by the Spa- 
niards after a different manner from what they are at 

* * 

prefent. 

Tho 9 thefe Iflands were never heard of in Europe , 9 tiil 
within thefe five or fix Years, yet 'tis a long time fince,- 
from the High Mountains of Soma/ they have diicoverd 
thick Smoaks on that Coaftj which commonly happens 
in Summer time, when thefe Inlanders fet fire to their 
Woods and Foreiis to clear up the Ground, Thefe 
Smoaks, which the Fifhermen- of Mindanao and other 
Hands, have alfo obferved when far out at Sea, have 
made them conjecture, that there was Land Eaft of the 

e 
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of thefe Wanders at Samal : Which happened thus. 

The King's Brotter of thefe new Philippines, in a Sea 
Voyage, was driven .on the Coaft- of Caravan,- in tho 
great liland of Mindanao, The Spanish Fathers, who 
.have a very, fine Million there, received this Prince with 
a, great deal of Honour and Friendship, and inif rafted 
him in the Chriftian Religion 5 which he was la well 
pleased with, that he never thought of returning again 
to his own- Country. In the mean time the King, "difl 
fatisiy'd/at the- Lois of his Brother, fitted out a Fieeg-of 
aa hundred fmail Velleis^ which hefent to-, every Iiiand 
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under his Dominion, to fee if they could learn any News 
of him. One of thefe little Veffels was forced by a 
Storm on the Coaft ofCaragan, at the fame ptiace as the 
King's Brother was before. Where landing, they im- 
mediately knew him, and with Tears told him the oo 
cafionof their Journey, the Difcontent of the King his 
Brother, and defired him to return back with them. 
The Prince' thanked them for the trouble they had been 
at, and defired them to fatisfy the King, that he was 
well and contented, but could not, by any means/ be 
perfwaded to -return home again. 

Explanation of the Map. 
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The Figure in the midfl of every IJland, jhows how man 
days fail it is in -Circumference. 

The Figure between each Ifland, Jhetvs how many days Mft 
required to fafs from one<to the other. 

Asfor Inftance. The Figure $o, in the Ifte of Panlog, 
fkews that it is 30 days in Circumference \ and the Figure^ 
betmen the Cafe of Gm^m **» the Ipe of Panlog, {hews, 
that it is three days faff age to it. 

The Indians, who were the occaf&n of thofe IJlmds being 
dtfeovered) wbjtrked in the Ifland Amorfot, marked in. the 
Mtfby the Letter C, with a deftgn to ftfs to the IJle of 
Paiz, markedly $he Letter B ; but were driven by a Sit or m 
out to Sea, and after 70 days Sail, cast on the Cape of 'Gui- 
vam M tb* 0*#d pf Sawml, called by the Spaniards, 



A, the lAXg$ '$} ? thefe JJlwds, named Pa»lQg. 
P, rthe Jfkoftd&xx, or Lamuirec, inhere the Kjngholds 
his Court* 
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